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Hi TTC families, 

We are closing in on the 2021-2022 school year already!  This time of year is 
exciting as many of our teens will be graduating and awards ceremonies 
seem to be happening left and right! As I hear, seemingly daily, about another 
college acceptance from Columbia, Pepperdine, Michigan and more I am in 
awe of the hard work our teens have put in. What a joy and example our  
seniors set every year showing that hard work really does pay off. 

 

As our teens excel personally they are still impacting our community as well. 
In Mendota a few days ago, we made the day of several seniors when they 
received the cupcakes made by TTC. We will be making upcoming special 
deliveries to many elderly people as well which is sure to bring them  
happiness.  

 

We were honored to be chosen to help the Fresno County Office of Education 
prepare for a conference and our teens worked hard to earn $2,500. TTC is 
expanding and growing throughout our community. While the board works 
diligently it is the collaboration with all of you that makes it possible.  

 

Let's keep making a difference!!! Fittingly, my quote for this month... 

Commitment is an act, not a word.” ―Jean-Paul Sartre 

 

Best, 

Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Dorothy Torosian 

A Word from our President 

 Please follow us on  
 Facebook:  
 Teens That Care Fresno 
 Instagram:  
 teensthatcarefresno 
 Email:  
 teensthatcarefresno@gmail.com 

Required Member 

Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday, March 2nd 

7 pm 



Board of Directors 
 
 

Karen Stanley – President 
and 1st VP of  Parent  
Communication 
   stanley.karen1@gmail.com 
   (559) 681-3328 
 

Jenny Ganson – 2nd VP of 
 Programs 
   jenganson@sbcglobal.net 
   (559) 259-3868 
 

Lori Thomas – 3rd VP Special 
Events & Public Relations 
   ttc.lori@yahoo.com 
   (559) 473-7707 
           
Dorothy Torosian –  
 Secretary 
  keljen012@comcast.net 
   (559) 916-8600 
 
 Barb Rosenfeld—Treasurer 
  barbr99@gmail.com 
  (315) 427-1745 

 

 Brenda Kurtt – Grantwriting 
 brendakurtt@gmail.com 
   (559) 341-5444 
 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Costanzo—February 1st 

Nick Costanzo—February 1st  

Jayden Reynolds—February 2nd 

Meghan Carey—February 5th  

Claire Bogdanovich—February 6th  

Matt Swanbeck—February 6th  

Morgan Wilson—February 9th 

Alexa Tran—February 16th  

Emma Pappanduros—February 22nd 

Jaida Vue—February 22nd 

Sydney Perez—February 26th  

New Member Applications for the 2022—2023 year 
will be available February 21st  

and are due via email no later than March 21st! 

You may request an application from any advisor or 

download it and print it from our website  

teensthatcare.com 

If you are a current member you DO NOT have to  

reapply.  As long as your teen completes their required 

hours they will be invited back for the next year  

which starts June 1st, 2022. 

mailto:stanley.karen1@gmail.com
mailto:jenganson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:keljen012@comcast.net
mailto:brendakurtt@gmail.com


 

 

 

• Total Hours volunteered since June 1st: 3140 hours!!!! 

• Highest # hours:        Vivian Nguyen—129 

                                        Michelle Nguyen—113 

           Nicole Chien—95 

                                        Stacy Cota Rubio—94 

                                        Isabelle Estes—88.5 

                                        Sophie Rosenfeld—85.5 

           Jaida Vue—83.5 

           Madeline Peterka—76 

           Campbell Nearn—71 

           Maggie Murray—69.5 

                                        Aleena Munshi—58  

                            

 

 

Volunteer opportunities will be posted on the SignUp app. after 7 pm.  Things go fast, so 
make sure to sign up quickly for programs where you would like to volunteer. We are  
always adding programs and you will see some new ones on there usually each month.  

Our Philanthropic Advisor, Jenny Ganson, is always on the lookout for new programs.  
Feel free to let us know if you have any ideas for new programs! Many of our programs 
were postponed due to Covid this past year, and we are hoping that those places will  
allow volunteers in the next few months.   

Please note that if you are a Senior this year, you MUST complete your required 
(30) hours by April 30th in order to participate in our Senior Recognition Event.  

Volunteer Hours 

 Hot Off the Press! 

 

We are over the halfway point of our year. Just a reminder that each member is  

REQUIRED to volunteer 30 hours in our fiscal year (June 1, 2021—May 31, 2022).   

Seniors must complete their hours by April 30th  in order to be invited to the Senior  

Recognition Event on May 15th.  Your teen may check their total hours anytime on  

Remind app, and they will also receive a text with their total hours each quarter. Most of 

our members have done a great job with keeping up with their hours.  Please ask your 

teen how many hours they have. We want everyone to be successful and return next year 

as a member in good standing.  As always, if you have any questions about your teens 

hours, please contact Dorothy Torosian (916-8600). 

Members Hours 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlighting Some of our Programs 
 
We realize that our teens know the details of our programs, but parents don’t always 
know what our programs are all about. So we will highlight a few programs each month. 
 
Saturday Sports-  We partner with Martin Park, which is also a nonprofit, each Saturday 
on the field at Webster Elementary.  Many of the neighborhood children have nothing to 
do on the weekends, so we invite them to come and just be kids and play. Martin Park 
provides balls and play equipment along with arts and crafts and we provide the teens to 
interact and play with the kids. We have found it is a very rewarding program for our teens 
to get to know the Webster community.  Both the teens and kids benefit from this  
program.  Check out the Personal Volunteering Stories in the newsletter to hear what 
your teens say about Saturday Sports! 
 
Pen Pal Letters—This is our second year partnering with Webster Elementary 5th and 
6th graders with our Pen Pal Program.  Last fall we matched up 80 of our teens with  
students from Webster and each month they write a letter to each other.  We want our 
teens to be a mentor to these students and encourage them to work hard in school,  
especially during this difficult time with the pandemic.  The teachers email Mrs. Torosian 
each month and let her know that the students LOVE receiving their letters each month.  
They are also practicing their writing skills as well as feeling important having a high 
school pen pal. We hope to have a Reveal Party in May so that our teens and the  
Webster students can finally meet each other! 
 
Black Wellness & Prosperity Center—This is one of our newest programs that we are 
partnering with this month.  We will be helping to assemble PPE bags that target new 
mothers and pregnant individuals in the black community. We look forward to continuing 
to volunteer with them with their dedication to health initiatives with community events in  
the black community. 
 
Blanket Making—Our teens love to make those fun fleece tie blankets whether at home 
or at the Woodward Park Library. This past winter our teens have made over 250  
blankets that have been distributed to school children at Heaton and Webster Elementary, 
Molly’s House which is a safe haven for girls that have been involved in sex trafficking, 
Kases 4 Kids foster program, Marjoree Mason Center and many blankets have been  
given to the homeless. 



We have temporarily cancelled our teens monthly in person meetings until 
otherwise notified due to Covid.  The health and safety of our teens is our 
primary concern.  We will, however, have a required Zoom meeting 
Wednesday March 2nd  at 7 pm. Any teen not able to make the Zoom  
meeting MUST text Mrs. Torosian PRIOR to the meeting or they will have 1 
extra hour of volunteering added on.  
 
If your teen is exhibiting any signs of illness (fever, cough, aches, cold, etc.) 
please do NOT have them attend any volunteer opportunities. If they have 
signed up to attend an opportunity and they are feeling sick, they must  
remove their name from the SignUp and text Mrs. Torosian. They will not be 
docked any time. Masks are mandatory at all indoor volunteer opportunities.   

 Rockstars for January 

 

Shreya Vallabh, Akhil Vallabh & Corey Juarez 

 for PEN PALS 

Chase Nearn, Laith Khoury & Spencer Mueller 

 for SATURDAY SPORTS 

Stacy Cota Rubio  

for BIG RED CHURCH FOOD DISTRIBUTION  

 

These teens have gone above and beyond  
for volunteering!! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Calling all Seniors!!  We will be awarding a few college  
scholarships to our Seniors this year.  If you would like to apply you will be 
required to write an essay and a committee will review all applicants.  

Recipients will be judged on their application essay and volunteer hours.  Award  
winners will be  announced in May.   More details to follow next month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Senior Recognition Event” 
 

Mark your calendars, “The Senior Recognition Event” will be held on  
Sunday, May 15th, at 11:30 am at Clovis North High School.   

 
This will be a special event just for our (33) Seniors and their parents.  Lunch 

will be served and our seniors will be honored with a  
special presentation just for them.  

Those that applied and were chosen will receive college scholarships. 
 

We will be celebrating our inaugural class this year and it is going to be a 
very  special event that you and your Senior won’t want to miss 

 
We  look forward to celebrating with our Seniors! 

 
***Mrs. Torosian will start collecting Senior pictures for the  

program next month. 
 



 
 

Writing my Pen Pal letter every month and receiving my letter back is always a blast. I 
love hearing back from my pen pal at Webster on how their week is going or an  
interesting fact about them. Its so fun how much you can learn about someone through 
just words and every month I love hearing more about them and telling them more about 
me.  It truly is such a fun experience to tell someone who doesn't know you about  
yourself like you are meeting for the first time every letter bit by bit.  

         Takiya Cenci —Senior        
 

Delivering the cupcakes to the seniors in Mendota was such a great way to spend  
Valentine’s Day!  Many were overjoyed to be thought of during this holiday.  I loved  
seeing how happy they were to receive the delicious treats. It was such a meaningful  
experience—I’m so glad I helped make their day!                Maya Kaye—Junior 
 

Saturday Sports is a very fun experience, and is one of my favorite events to volunteer 
for. I am able to form amazing  bonds with the kids by playing sports or doing arts and 
crafts with them. The kids favorite games to play are football and basketball which I'm not 
very good at. But its still super fun either way. To finish off the event they always provide 
pizza and drinks that we enjoy with the kids.       Abby Pappanduros—Junior       
 

I look forward to writing to my Pen Pal Damian, on a monthly basis. He is extremely  
artistic and friendly, so I always enjoy receiving his drawings and reading his letters.  It 
has been both heartwarming and exciting to learn about and write with a new friend.  I am 
most grateful for this opportunity because it has allowed me to serve my community on a 
more personal level.      Nicole Chien— Junior       
 

The Pen Pal program has allowed me to form a genuine connection with my pal Edwin! 
Over the course of the year we have written to each other about our likes, dislikes,  
families, schools, activities, you name it.  I feel that we have both learned so much about 
each other through these letters.  I enjoy Saturday Sports and tutoring at Kirk elementary 
last year, but being able to converse with these kids outside of school is awesome! I love 
being able to answer Edwin’s questions then writing back to him with some of my own.  
This is a great experience and I am so excited to meet my pal!   Gavin Stanley—Senior     
 

Assembling bags for the Fresno Office of Superintendents was a great experience.  
This event was extra special because we were receiving a grant. In addition, the group 
was able to  finish the job in two hours when they said it would have taken paid workers  
several days. In the end, the experience was enlightening and I appreciated that we got 
breaks and snacks!!       Vivian Nguyen—Junior   
 

Delivering flower pots to the Armenian Home was a great experience because its  
awesome knowing that the seniors living there got their very own flower pot.  It leaves a 
good feeling knowing that these flowers made the day of many of the senior residents.  It 
is always nice when we do acts of kindness which is why TTC is amazing!  

                 JC Delgado—Senior                                                                                                         

Teens That Care Personal  

Volunteering Stories 



 

 

 

Last Sunday I got to bake cupcakes for the seniors in Mendota!  It was so much fun  
getting to chat with friends while baking.  It makes me feel so amazing being able to give 
these seniors cupcakes and make their day a little bit better. I would definitely do this 
event again!        Alyssa Lowry—Senior 

 

I really enjoyed going to Mendota and delivering cupcakes to the seniors. It was really 
sweet to see the huge impact that we had on them from giving them a Valentines treat. I 
am so happy that I was able to experience this and bring smile to many of the seniors 
faces. This really made me feel closer to my community as I got to volunteer hands on 
and be able to connect with seniors.      Sydney Perez—Senior 

 

I really enjoyed volunteering at The Big Red Church and packing and handing out food 
because I got to come together with my peers and make a meaningful impact on the lives 
of many people in an underprivileged community.            Akhil Vallabh—Junior 

 

I really enjoyed my time volunteering at the Big Red Church food distribution.  Packing 
the bags of food and supplies for families in need was extremely fulfilling, but I  also  
enjoyed giving out the food and speaking with the families even more. Being able to  
communicate with them and walking with them to their cars was something we haven't 
been able to experience as much in the last few years, so it was refreshing to be able to 
do that again.                  Ave Renfro—Senior 

 

Something I look forward to each month is writing to my Pen Pal.  I have really enjoyed 
getting to know him.  I look forward to him answering all my questions.  I always like to 
give him a treat with each letter too!  It’s exciting when I get a letter back from him.  I hope 
one day this year I get to meet him in person.               Madison Rey—Junior 

 

My experience at Saturday Sports was a great one.  This was one of the most interac-
tive events that I have participated in so far and it was great to establish new connections 
and make new friends that day.  It was also great to give a helpful hand and serve them 
lunch and assist in games and more!               Dylan McCrory—Senior 

 

Writing my Pen Pal every month and receiving letters from her is so fun!  I love decorat-
ing the envelope and reading the ones I receive too.  It’s awesome getting to know what 
kind of things my pen pal likes and what hobbies she has.  

          Caprice Johnson—Sophomore 
 

My experience making blankets helped me realize that I felt honored to be a part of 
helping the homeless. Every knot I tied made me think of all the people that will be warm 
tonight because of what we did. If everyone did something to help out, even as small as 
making a blanket the world would be a better place.              Brenen Clay—Freshman 

Teens That Care Personal  

Volunteering Stories 



 

 

 

I had lots of fun making blankets for the homeless on Sunday!  I had a group of 4-5  
people and each of us did one side of the blanket so it went really fast. We all played  
music and had a great time. We made over 20 blankets and even more are coming. 

                    Izabella Rutledge—Junior 
 

I wanted to write about Saturday Sports. It was so much fun since I have not done it in a 
while. I love catching up with some of the friends I have made there. The weather was 
perfect and they were all very energetic and made me laugh a lot.  We set up the new 
volleyball net and we had an intense tournament then flag football and lastly basketball.  
They were so happy when the pizza came out!  Fernanda Preciado—Senior 

 

It was wonderful working with all the teens to plant flower pots for the Armenian Home.  
We all came together for a great cause despite the hot weather.  I’m super glad that I 
joined this project this year and I hope I can do it again next year.   

                Stacy Cota Rubio—Sophomore 
 

I loved getting to write Valentine cards for the Armenian Home. I could just picture their 
smiles as they get their flower pots. I would love to do this again next year. 

        Campbell Nearn—Junior 
 

My experience writing Pen Pal letters has been so fulfilling. It’s been amazing to connect 
with children in my community and I love to hear about their everyday lives. I  hope that 
this becomes a more common practice so everyone can experience the joy of having a 
pen pal.       Dhruv Javangula—Junior 
 

Delivering flowers to the Armenian Home was an incredible experience.  It was  
heartwarming to know that the flowers were going to residents that may not be able to 
see their family/loved ones due to COVID.  The plants were nicely decorated by other 
TTC members which made our job of transporting them easier! I am grateful for the  
opportunity I had to brighten Valentine’s Day for the residents of the Armenian Home. 

        Kate Landon—Senior  
 

I enjoyed assembling packets for the school bags. Events like this allow the volunteers 
to get to know each other better and I really enjoyed spending time with old and new 
friends. We assembled approximately 1300 bags in 3 hours!!    Madi Cegielski—Junior 

 

It’s a great experience volunteering at Saturday Sports. It’s really great seeing all these 
kids come together and play all kinds of sports. It is a super cool bond when I play with 
the kids, whatever they want to play and I love volunteering with them. 

        Jonathan Harvey—Junior 
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Presidential Volunteer Service Award 

NOTE: If you are going for PVSA award you need to let 

Mrs. Kurtt know. 

PVSA recognizes United States citizens and lawfully admitted, permanent resi-

dents of the United States who have achieved the required number of hours of 

service over a 12-month time period. This is a highly sought-after award and 

reflects highly on college applications. 

Hours are measured over a 12-month period and awards are designated 

based on cumulative hours. The awards are offered in multiple levels and are 

designed to recognize each milestone of your service achievement. Levels  

include bronze, silver, gold. 

 Hours by Award: 

Teens (11–15) 

Bronze 50 – 74 

Silver 75 – 99                                                           

Gold 100 + 

Young Adults (16-25) 

Bronze 100 – 174 

Silver 175 – 249 

Gold 250 

*The age you are as of June 1
st

 of the year you are volunteering  
is the age used  

Please contact advisor Brenda Kurtt for more information.  

(559) 341-5444 



Valentine Cupcake  

Baking & Delivery To 

Mendota Seniors 



Saturday Sports at  

Webster Elementary  



 Big Red Church Food  

Distribution 

 Grocery Outlet  
Bargain Market  

Award 

CNHS National Honor Society 

Recipients  

Spencer Mueller, Gavin Stanley, Matt Swanbeck, 

Ben Swanbeck, Akhil Vallabh, Vivian Nguyen, 

Takiya Cenci, Sydney Perez, Miliana Perez,  

Charli Phillips, Nicole Chien and Alexa Tran. 

Ava Renfro is a member of NHS at Clovis West. 



Letters to Community  

Hospital Workers   



Making Valentine’s and 

Bows For  

Flower Pots For Armenian 

Home 



Planting Flower Pots for  

Valentine’s Day  

Armenian Home 



Planting Flower Pots for  

Valentine’s Day  

Armenian Home 



Blanket Making at Woodward 

Park Library  



Webster Pen Pals Letters 



 
 
 

 

 

Founder—$5000+ 

CalViva Health 
City of Fresno 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ganson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ganson, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Garrett 
The James Irvine Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Korth 
Mr. & Mrs. John Rydell, III 
Valley Flooring 
 

 
Service: $1000—$4999 
California Bank & Trust 
The Chien Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Droz 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Ewell 
Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation  
Granville Homes 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kurtt 
Makk Construction  
Master Storage 365 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Parnagian 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Rios 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rydell 
Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Story 
Strausser Construction, Inc. 
 

 
Community: $500—$999 
Mr, & Mrs. David Andrade 
Mr. & Mrs. George Fetters 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Isaak 
The Juarez Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Randall 
The Rutledge Family  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Torosian 
 

 
Caring: $100-$499 
Allstate Insurance 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Alva 
Mrs. Alice Birch 
Vicki Bommer 
The Brust Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Capozzi 
The Cegielski Family 
Mr. & Mrs. John Dresick 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Fabino 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Fabino 
Mr. & Mrs Ron Fanucchi 
Nadine Flores-Bordens 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Frederickson 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Goossen 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Guidone 
Dr. & Mrs. Dickran Gulesserian 
Dr. & Mrs. William Ho 
Mr. John Horstmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck House 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Huebert 
Jack & Jill Learning Center 
Mr. Duane Johnston 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kalemkarian 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Karahadian 
Dr. & Mrs. Kary Karahadian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Magid 
MB Technology 
Tricia Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Mueller 
The Munshi Family 
The Murray Family 
Ms. Debra Nichols 
Melissa Oberti 
The Pappanduros Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Parnagian 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Parnagian 
Christine Petersen 
Rebound Physical Therapy 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Ribbens 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Riordan 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Rosenfeld 
The Scarry Family  
Amanda Schmidt 
Martina Schneider 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Scott 
Sal Silva 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Skaff 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Small 
Smart & Final 
Karen Stanley 
Mrs. Linda Starkman 
Mr. & Mrs. Derrick Stave 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Swanson 
Dr. & Mrs. Lindsay Takeda 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. John Woolf 
Dr. & Mrs. Don Yoshimura 
The Zeman Family  
 

We Thank Our Donors! 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Friends—Less than $100 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Amerine 
Mr. & Mrs. David Andrade, Jr.  
Lisa Berger 
Natalie Bergman 
Tracy Blair 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Brock 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Buss 
Mrs. Tami Capriotti 
Patrice Corbridge 
Kaden Ferreti 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Garvin 
Mr. & Mrs. Ramzy Ghattas 
The Keith Harris Family  
The Harvey Family 
Judy Howell 
The Jensen Family 
Tamara Jones 
Lisa Landen 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lewis 
The Livingston Family  
Laqusha Locke 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Nabors 
Alma Perez 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Refuerzo 
Denise Romero 
Patricia Rosenfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sewill  
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Shannon 
Lisa Sims-Peoples 
LaVerna Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Torosian 
The Turpin Family  
The Vartanian Family 

We Thank Our Donors! 


